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SENIORS, GERALDTON, AIRCONDITIONING REBATE 

135. Hon FRANK HOUGH to the minister representing the Minister for Energy: 

Despite Bureau of Meteorology records showing that Geraldton was hotter than Carnarvon between January 
1994 and February 2002, seniors in Geraldton are ineligible for an airconditioning rebate.   

(1) Given the level of discomfort experienced by Geraldton seniors, why does the Government continue to 
rigidly apply the relative strain index as the basis of the rebate?  

(2) Is the rigid application of the RSI more a matter of curbing the monetary cost of the rebate than an 
attempt to alleviate the discomfort of seniors?  

(3) What are the plans to revise the criteria of discomfort so that seniors in Geraldton will be included in 
the rebate in the near future? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

The Minister for Energy provided the following response. 

(1) The seniors airconditioning subsidy is administered by Western Power on behalf of the Western 
Australian Government and applies to areas supplied by Western Power that are north of the twenty-
sixth parallel and the 50-day RSI for harsh conditions.  Applicable areas were selected by the Office of 
Seniors Interests using guidelines and airconditioning schedules of the Government Employees Housing 
Authority.  Eligibility for the seniors airconditioning rebate is based on the RSI developed by the 
Bureau of Meteorology.  This index is a measure of heat discomfort and takes into account temperature, 
humidity and air movement.  Relevant data has been collected over a number of decades and does not 
vary significantly from year to year.  The Bureau of Meteorology clearly favours the use of the RSI 
over temperature to measure heat discomfort, because the RSI takes into account a number of factors, in 
particular humidity.  

(2) No.  The RSI remains in use across Australia.  Both the Western Australian Department of Education 
and the Government Employees Housing Authority use it in determining which of their facilities should 
be airconditioned.   

(3) Western Power will continue to apply the seniors airconditioning subsidy in accordance with the 
cabinet-endorsed eligibility criteria until it is advised that the criteria has been amended.  

 


